STAT
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/30 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300110004-7

0\0

<

Next 1 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q“’g

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/30 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300110004-7



P

(2

o .
SIST

y

£

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Co

Dec:lassmed in Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/30 : CIA-RDP80OR01731 R0003001 10004 7

clkharion’s

projected two year cruise
around the world.

The consulate was not even
aware that the boat was in
the vicinity of the British
|China coast colony until Van
Doehren’s mother, Mrs. Eliza-
'befb Van Dochren, wrote to
‘ask information about her sor:.
i Other members of the crew
‘are D. C. (Buzz) Bohning, 26,
Belmond, Iowa; Allen T. Farm-
er, "6 Chattanooga Tenn., and
‘D) L. Martin, 27, Seattle.

X\Idmapung Hinted

There was no way of verify-
;ng  immediately the obvious
Ispecilation that the Americans
Ihqw been kidnaped by the
iCommunists.

Van Doehren i.. a former Ma-
rine jet pilot and the others
were former Navy Jet pilots.
They were discharged in Japan
in March.

The adventurers reached the
Formosa port of Keelung July
4, after stopping off for a week
at Okinawa. The Tora was
last seen when it left Formosa
on July 7. The trip had started
in Yokohama, Japan, on May

Bid For Business

Their two masted sajling
yacht has a diesel auxlhary
engine. The jour joint owners'
ordered it from 'a Japanese!
ship builder two years ago. It
was completed March 19.

The ship was built according|
to the specifications of a Newj
London, Conn., shipbuilder and"’
was equipped with a radio. i

Each man carried a card
which read:

“Adventure unlimited, Yacht
Tora, diving, photography un-"
dersea research, Jnusual _as- |

\s;gnmeng, Inqumes to: 1303

oodward ave., Elkkhart, Indi- ,
ana,'U.S.A”

They hoped that the cards,
would get them special assi gn-,
ments to help {inance the trip. |-

Back Te Collegs |

The crew had planned to fin-
ish the tour in time for three '
of them to return to col]ege’
in the fall of 1839. The fourth
member had completed his col-
lege education.

Mrs. Van Doehren could not
say whether the group had’
received any special assign-
ments. She fZofwards all let-,
ters to the travelers.

Mrs. Van Doehren has been
employed in the insurance de-’
partment of the St. Joseph Val-
ley bank for 1.5 years.

Van Dorhren gradnated from *
Elkhart High school in 1951. !
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Reported Missing
Oft China’s Coast

John L. Van Dochren, 24, of 1305 Woodward, and
three companions aboard the 14 ton yacht Tora, were re-
ported missing off the coast of Communist China today:

A spokesman at the U. S, consulate in Hong Kong sald,
nothing has been heard from the crew since July 7, when the’
Tora left Formosa for Hong Kong on the third leg of a
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